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The Civilian Response Corps
of the United States of America

The Civilian Response Corps is a group
of civilian federal employees and, eventu-
ally, volunteers from the private sector and
state and local governments, who will be
trained and equipped to deploy rapidly to
countries in crisis or emerging from con-
flict, in order to provide reconstruction and
stabilization assistance. They are diplo-
mats, development specialists, public health
officials, law enforcement and corrections
officers, engineers, economists, lawyers,
public administrators, agronomists and
others — offering the full range of skills
needed to help fragile states restore stability
and the rule of law, and achieve economic
recovery and sustainable growth as quickly
as possible.

America’s federal civilian workforce
has a long and distinguished history of ser-
vice in difficult environments abroad. Yet
the challenges of the 21st century require a
significant increase in our capacity to re-
spond quickly and effectively to emerging
threats to the security of the United States
and our friends and allies. The Civilian Re-
sponse Corps is intended to provide this
capability.

The President has empowered the Sec-
retary of State to coordinate and lead inte-
grated U.S. Government efforts to prepare,
plan for, and conduct stabilization and re-
construction activities, and to coordinate
with the Secretary of Defense to harmonize
civilian and military activities.

Because no single government entity
has all of the relevant expertise, the Civilian
Response Corps is a partnership of eight
departments and agencies: the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID),
and the Departments of Agriculture, Com-
merce, Health and Human Services, Home-
land Security, Justice, State, and Treasury.

¥

Civilian Response Corps Officer Ro

berta Rossi visits with members of the Canadian-run Provincial Re-

construction Team in Kandahar, Afghanistan as part of an interagency mission to this important post.

President Bush has requested $248.6
million in the Fiscal Year 2009 budget for
the Civilian Stabilization Initiative (CSI),
which includes the Civilian Response Corps.
If fully funded, CSI will:

Create 250 full-time positions for
members of the Active component of the
Civilian Response Corps across the eight
participating U.S. departments and agen-
cies. These “first responders” are experts
who can deploy to a crisis with as little as
48 hours’ notice.

Train 2000 “Standby” members of the
Civilian Response Corps in the same eight
departments and agencies. These are cur-
rent federal employees who volunteer to
undertake additional training and to be
available to serve in stabilization missions
in case of need. Standby Members are de-
ployable within 30 days for up to 180 days.

Recruit and train 2000 “Reserve”
members of the Civilian Response Corps:
volunteers from the private sector and state

and local governments who will bring addi-
tional skills and capabilities that do not
exist in sufficient quantities in the federal
government, such as police officers, city
administrators, and port operators.

In the Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2008 (PL 110-252) Congress provided
up to $75 million in initial funding for the
Active and Standby components of the Ci-
vilian Response Corps.

Already, the pilot Active and Standby
components of the Civilian Response Corps
within the Department of State has de-
ployed members to Sudan, Chad, Haiti,
Lebanon, Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan to
assist with conflict prevention and mitiga-
tion. By launching the Civilian Response
Corps as an interagency capability, the
funding provided by Congress this year will
strengthen our ability to conduct integrated
“whole-of-government” operations to ad-
vance America’s interests by helping states
avoid or recover from conflict.

Visit us on the web: www.civilianresponsecorps.gov



